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Workshop “Cities for Children” in Hamm February, 25 to 26, 2008
Working group “Education“
Involved cities
The following cities participated in the workshop:

Germany - Salzgitter, Stuttgart, Leverkusen, Wiesbaden, Nuremberg, Offenbach, Hamm,

as well as - Pecs (Hungary), Vilnius (Lithuania), Panevezys (Lithuania), Tampere (Finland), Rijeka (Croatia), Manchester (UK), Athens (Greece), Tartu (Estonia), Riga (Latvia)
Summary of the topics
1. Description of the project
2. Next meeting of “Cities for Children“

3. Topics for further cooperation
4. Agreements
5. Other
Information:
On the “Cities for Children“-webpage www.citiesforchildren.de all the workshop’s presentations can be seen in detail, but also all the presentations that did not belong to the lecture.
Mr. Hesse (Head of the Department for Youth, Health and Social Services) welcomed the attendants. Ms. Wesky and Mr. Bartscher moderated the following workshop. Altogether, eight cities presented the following projects which were discussed afterwards.
1 Description of the project

Nuremberg/Germany
”PAT- Learning with parents“

In the style of the programme “Parents as Teacher“ which was developed in America in the 1980’s, it was implemented in Nuremberg. This project serves the parent’s education and supports and accompanies families from pregnancy up to the child’s entrance to kindergarten (at the age of 3 years). The parents receive the needed information, support and encouragement to help their children to develop optimally during the vital initial years of their lives. This happens by home visits, screenings and district-oriented group meetings.
Manchester/ England

”Sustainability“ – The Future

The stability programme “Sustainability“ is based on an American programme from Philadelphia. It is aimed toward children from their birth to their 19th year of life and serves the individual furtherance altogether, but particularly the social competences. Contents like self-confidence, self-assessment, stableness, and social and emotional competences are intended to be mediated in a multistage process.
 Rijeka/ Croatia
“Involvement of Italien minorities“

The education system of the national minorities is being guaranteed by Croatia’s constitution. In Rijeka, there are Italian schools in which the lessons are given in Italian language. The pupils learn and also speak the Croatian language, the official language of the country, though. This project is about the development of the pupil’s Italian competence of communication according to their possibilities, interests and needs.
Tartu/ Estonia
“Non-Estonian people in Estonian education institutions“

In Tartu, there are few children of immigrants, so that the teachers possess no experiences in that field. Now that some Spanish children have visited the schools in Tartu, an individual curriculum for those children has been developed. By means of special support systems and individual training those children are supposed to receive the same level within 2 years as their classmates.
Salzgitter/ Germany
“Lower Saxony county project for the image of secondary modern school“

This project is about the implementation of specific, socio-pedagogic actions to prepare pupils from secondary modern school for the transition from school to profession. This happens with cooperation of free enterprise, particularly in trainings in practical work in companies.
Hamm/Deutschland

„Plan Bildung“ (short: “Plan B“; translation: “Plan Education“)
Plan B is a project from the ages 0 to 18 years. Early needs for furtherance are supposed to be investigated and relieved. This is about furthering strengths and weaknesses.
Particularly social and key competences are supposed to be furthered and trained.
Young people are intended to be allowed the best possible transition from school to profession.
Riga/ Latvia
Company SELF:
The project’s target is to strengthen the pupils’ and student’s initiative, responsibility, realization, curiosity, and creativity in the process of upbringing in order to motivate them to learn educative programmes and develop skills that will be important for their future working life. The self-confidence of the pupils and students as well as their entrepreneurial skills is supposed to be aroused.
This is a joint project with Finland (Cursor OY), Sweden (Örebro Regional Development Coucil) and Estonia (Ida-viru Enterprise Centre).
Tampere/ Finland

“Flexible way of upbringing from early education to pre-school and basic education“

The City of Tampere decided in 2005 to combine day care and basic education systems. Small projects had been implemented in order to create new cooperation between pre-school and primary school and, subsequently, develop a flexible way from early education to pre-schools and primary schools.
2. Next annual conference “Cities for Children“ in Stuttgart

On May 6 and 7, 2008 the next annual conference “Cities for Children“ will take place in Stuttgart. The results of the solitary working groups and, consequently, of this workshop will be presented there (always 5 minutes per group). The participants agreed to present themselves with their recorded video messages; the attendants agreed to have their materials published. Ms. Wesky promised in this context that all participants would receive a copy of the video records.
Furthermore, there will be a “market of opportunities” in Stuttgart. There, every working group will have the possibility to present itself at a stand and get to know the other groups’ results. The idea to do an inquiry with passing persons arose (always three points are supposed to be distributed according to determined categories). Ms. Wesky will organise the division of time and persons of the stands.

The expenses for the hotel cannot be taken over according to Ms. Freter.
3. Topics for further cooperation
As a basis for the next planning in Stuttgart, finally a point-request at the flipchart took place regarding the following topics:

· Entrepreneurial thinking – cooperation with companies.

· Early education in the initial years of life.

· Evaluation / individual furtherance and strategic indicators.

· Differentiation of service / structure of the school system
· Transition / total education concept
· The pupils’ point of view / educational participation
· Interaction of partial systems in education + social system
· Specialists
· Education / qualification

· Further education
· Evaluation / control
· Parents as indipendent educational actors
· Involvement of parents into systems
The following three topics had been named the most and, therefore, were further dealt with in consideration of the main topics that were set in June 2007 in Stuttgart ”individual furtherance“, „integration of minorities“, and ”transitions”.
· Evaluation (individual furtherance, strategic indicators)/ 17 points
· Educational participation (pupils’ point of view)/ 16 points
· Entrepreneurial thinking/15 points
The topic “participation of children and young people“ might possibly be worked on in cooperation with the working group that had been formed for this topic in order to profit from one another. Ms. Freter will take this suggestion to The Hague to discuss it.

4. Agreements
Currently, it is doubtful whether the workshop’s participants will also be present in May in Stuttgart. This would be important, though, in order to discuss the further cooperation and prepare the next workshop. All the participants were, therefore, asked to clarify with their superiors if a presence might be possible or, at least, to inform the cities representative about the agreements of the workshop. Ms. Wesky will send a letter to the involved cities on behalf of the City of Hamm’s Lord Mayor and refer to the fact how important this continuity is for a further cooperation. Furthermore, in this letter you will see that the next workshop is supposed to be implemented within one year (until spring 2009); the next but one in autumn 2009. All cities shall check until the meeting in Stuttgart if they might be able to be the able to host the next workshop.

The City of Leverkusen has already announced its interest; the final decision will be made by the working group “Education” in Stuttgart. In case there might be several applications and no consensual agreement can be made Ms. Freter and Ms. Wesky will make a respective decision. Ms. Wesky ensured the textual coordination of the next workshop.
5. Other
Ms. Freter asks the involved cities to input the solitary profiles of their cities on the “Cities for Children“-webpage. The Cities of Hamm and Leverkusen have already made use of this possibility.
p. p.
Wesky
