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WG 7: Traffic and Safety
	City, Country: Stara Zagora, Bulgaria
Project title: Youth initiatives for prevention of youth accidents



Project Duration: 2005 -2008
Initiator: Youth City Council of Stara Zagora
This is a volunteer non formal organisation of young people, representatives of the school community. The Youth City Council  of Stara Zagora fulfil informational, training and club activities targeted to promote active civil attitude of the young people, as well as  interaction with institutions in search of adequate and effective decisions of significant youth problems.
Context 
(Issue to be addressed)
During the last five years, the number of road accidents involving children and adolescents increased which has drawn the attention of the whole society and consequently of the young people, too. As a result, in 2005 the Youth Council of Stara Zagora formed a permanent Committee on prevention for safety. One of the first tasks was to initiate and organize youth forums and campaigns focussed on raising the traffic safety of children.
During 2005-2009 the volunteers from the Youth City Council implemented a number of initiatives, extending in this way the efforts of the institutions to reduce the road accidents.

Aims and Target Groups
Aims: 

· Raising the awareness of young people of Stara Zagora to the road safety problems

· To draw the attention of the relevant institutions for making safer the school environment and leisure places for young people
· To raise parents’ awareness for drivers responsibility
· To focus on positive behaviour by encouraging drivers with good discipline

Target groups:
· Children aged 7-12 and young people aged 14-25

· Parents

· Institutions and NGOs having a relation to the road safety (Municipality, Police department, District governance, Union of the Bulgarian Automobilists, Bulgarian Red Cross etc.)
· Drivers of vehicles
Partners:

· Youth Council of Stara Zagora

· Youth Red Cross organization of Stara Zagora
· Forum of young automobile fans STZCARFANZ
· Traffic Police

· Municipality of Stara Zagora
· Leading staff of the Stara Zagora schools
· Media

Methods
1. Seminar ‘Safe school environment’ where the participants (young people, teachers and policemen) discussed the risks for children’s safety and planned a number of joint initiatives, which they implemented successfully during the next years.
2. Policeman Notebook of the school student’ – a book-game containing cases drawing the children’s attention to safe behaviour on the street.

3. Campaign ‘Safety for cyclists’ – training, printing and spreading of flyers with basic rules for safe cycling; lessons for children aged 11-14 years; training of youth trainers.
4. Work meetings and a public forum discussion “Safe School Environment” . The forum has been held in November every year since 2005 with the participation of Youth City Council and different institutions and the schools. The suggestions made at the work meetings are discussed. By data of the participants almost 80% of the discussed problems have been resolved by the relevant institutions in a year period.
5. Campaign: Dispute ‘Do young people have a problem with alcohol drinks?’held by young people. Special guests were medical doctors from specialised clinics and a  Police Officer , they presented expert opinion and of their examples practice .
6. Campaign ‘Thing of me when you drive’ organised by volunteers: Subscription list –statement for wise driving at the petrol stations; TV videos,  Front sign – sticker for showing accompaniment to the campaign; flyers and raffles for drivers without  breach.
7. ‘Safety holiday ‘ organised by the Youth Council together with 5 more children volunteer organisations. School children 7-12 years participated in quizzes on road safety, demonstrations and trainings, drawing contest on asphalt, competition of giving first aid, etc.
Evaluation 

(Innovation; Cost-to-benefit; Acceptance by users; Degree of participation; Transferability to other municipalities; Publicity Strategies; Sustainability)
The initiatives of the young people for prevention of road accidents are held for the fifth year and have sustainability, they became popular in Stara Zagora. Every year the number of the campaigns increases, their content become richer, the number of volunteers and organisations involved grows. They appreciate the benefit of promoting the good example. 
These good practices of have been presented at local, national and even international youth events. The last ones – National youth debate: he face of the young people in Bulgaria”, held in Varna 11-14 June 2009.
The media are interested in those campaigns and report them regularly. 
The active attitude of the young people to the safety problems has been appreciated by the institutions and the Chairman of the Prevention Committee of the Youth Council was invited for a member of the Local Committee of public peace and safety in Stara Zagora.
	Contact: Iskra Ivanova
Head of Municipal Unit  ‘Youth House’, Stara Zagora

Sveti Patriarch Evtimiy str.176

6000 Stara Zagora, Bulgaria

Phone: +359 42 639974

E-mail: iskra_ml_dom_stz@abv.bg



