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City: Tartu

Country: Estonia

Project title: Teaching Spanish speaking children in Tartu Secondary School of Business.

Project Duration: September 2005 – May 2007

Description of the Project: In September 2003 four Spanish speaking children (age 7, 8 and 9) started their studies in the school. Two of them were in the first grade, the others in the second grade. They had lived in Estonia, in Tartu less than a year and could speak and understand a little Estonian, but not enough to manage well in the big classes (30 or more pupils). Children had been taught to read, but they couldn’t understand the content or the idea of the text. As there are usually no assistant teachers in Estonian schools, it became very difficult for both the children and the teachers to organize everyday work and to acquire necessary knowledge. Especially difficult subjects for children were science, literature, history etc. 
    The parents of these children could speak only Spanish; it made the situation harder. It was really hard to organise communication and cooperation between teachers and parents. 
    In September 2005 there were already seven Spanish speaking students in the school. The project was started with aim to find more effective teaching and studying ways/methods in the school. This project was financed by Non Estonian’s Integration Foundation.
Targets: 

· Organising language learning in more effective way;
· Understanding cultural differences;
· Improving co-operation between teachers and parents ( in co-operation with interpreters);
· Strengthening of managing skills with every-day problems;
· Developing the individual learning systems for pupils;
· Finding supporters. 
Methods:
· Some extra teachers were found (senior students of Tartu University, who could teach Estonian and Spanish as well);
· Individual lessons, working in pairs and small groups for studying the Estonian language, Estonian culture, customs and conventions were implemented;
· Free time activities for children and their parents were organized;
· Visits to different museums, botanical garden, parks, shops and other interesting and important places of Tartu and South-Estonia were organized.
Leading indicators:

· Acquired language and learning skills;
· Cooperation between teachers and parents;
· The results of the school’s tests in Estonian, in mathematics and in other subjects;
· Communication with class-mates;
· Managing independently in every-day situations.
First results: 

· Majority of the Spanish pupils have adjusted in the school, they communicate fluently with their peers.
· In May 2007 two students finished the 4-th grade and two students the 5-th grade with very good results.
· The parents have started to acquire the Estonian language.
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