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Description of the situation: In Estonia the Kindergartens are educational institutions. A child acquires pre-school education in a pre-school institution or at home. 

The primary task of pre-school institutions is to care for and to strengthen the health of a child and to support his/her development, and to create preconditions for his/her successful coping with everyday life and for progress at school. 

A child who does not attend a pre-school institution may participate in the activities

of a preparatory group, located either at a pre-school institution or at a school. A child can also go to school straight from home. Once a child gets 7, he/she is obliged to attend school. 
Targets: 

· Rearranging the pre-school curriculum to be more understandable to all parents

· Rearranging the teachers education system

· Finding the possibilities for effective cooperation between kindergarten and school

· Finding the possibilities for more effective cooperation between parents and kindergarten

· Individualisation of children’s  learning process in kindergarten

Methods:

· Create the kindergarten curriculum working-group to develop more understandable and flexible curriculum for kindergartens

· Rearrange the programs at university: to give to the students (further teachers) an overview of the developmental levels and individual characteristics of pre-school children and the school-children up to the 4th grade

· Organising more effective cooperation and meetings between kindergartens and schools

· Organising more effective and essential cooperative work between kindergartens and parents

· Working out the most flexible methods for individualizing the educational work with children

Leading indicators:

· Cooperation between different educational establishments, teachers unions and parents union (and child`s support organizations)

· Multifunctional kindergarten frame-curriculum that is accommodate to the parents and the teachers

· Multifunctional school frame-curriculum that is supporting child’s flexible transition from kindergarten to school

First results: 

· Universities are giving an overview of the methodology of primary education and organization of school life in the first stage of schooling. Students get acquainted with teaching methods, lesson planning and preparation at the kindergarten and primary school
· Kindergarten frame-curriculum contains more learning by doing methods (for example different games)
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